To evaluate a newly developed identification kit, the RID Zyme CAS test for Candida albicans, 1136 C. albicans and 403 non-albicans Candida strains were tested. Distinction of medically important nonalbicans strains, with the exception of C. dubliniensis, was obtained. These results show that this new kit is simple and effective for the identification of C. albicans in clinical samples. Furthermore, the one hour period for identification makes it very attractive.
20C AUX and ID32C systems bioMerieux Japan, Tokyo, Japan take more than 24 to 48 hours to give results. Several researchers have attempted to develop rapid methods for the identification of C. albicans. Perry et al. 1 and Dalton et al. 2 reported rapid methods that make use of the fluorogenic substrate 4-methylumbelliferyl-Nacetyl--D-galactosaminide of -galactosaminidase EC 3.2.1.30 . Perry et al. 1 reported a modification of their previous method, which involves alteration of the test substrate and inclusion of a second substrate in one reaction tube and provides a colorimetric rather than a fluorometric reaction product 3 .
Here, we report the evaluation of a newly developed identification kit, the RID Zyme CAS test, on 1136 C. albicans and 403 non-albicans Candida species and five serotypes of Cryptococcus neoformans.
Strains used in this study are listed in Tables  1 and 2 . These strains are registered at the Research Center for Pathogenic Fungi and Microbial Toxicoses of Chiba University and were cultured on potato dextrose agar PDA; Difco Laboratories, Detroit, MI, USA at 25 C for 48 hours. Most of the strains were previously identified using the ID32C system bioMerieux Japan and/or the Candida Check system Mitsubishi Kagaku Iatron, Inc., Tokyo, Japan , and were genotyped by PCR of 25S rDNA 4 and the topoisomerase II gene 5 Table  2 . Four of the eight indistinguishable species C. kruisii, C. sake, C. savonica, C. suecica showed no growth at 37 C, and four species C. catenulata, C. dubliniensis, C. maltosa, C. rugosa showed no distinction from C. albicans with the kit. However, C. maltosa has been reported as non-pathogenic for mice 9 , and distinction of C. catenulata and C. rugosa from C. albicans can be made microscopically 10 . Summarizing these data, the sensitivity of this kit was 100% and the specificity was 97.6%. On the other hand, Crist et al. 11 and Heelan et al. 12 compared four methods MUREX C. albicans, Albicans-Sure, BactiCard Candida and the germ tube test , when the operation time of BactiCard Candida and Albicans-Sure was being emphasized as 5 minutes. Although the operation time of the RIDzyme CAS test is 1 hour, it is superior to those two methods in that one colony is sufficient for the inoculation. The specificity of those four methods apparently was higher than the RIDzyme CAS test since C. dubliniensis was not taken into consideration. According to these results, the RID Zyme CAS test kit is effective in the identification of C. albicans from clinical samples. Unfortunately, C. dubliniensis, which has been increasingly reported in recent years, was indistinguishable from C. albicans. 
